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HEN this Sermon was lately 
preached ar Weſtminſter- Abby, a 

Perſon of no mean Figure and Character 
there, very heartily defired me to give 
it kim 1 in Print.” I had no inclination 
of my ſelf to Publiſh it, but being in- 
vited to it by fo Learned an Auditor, I 
thought | ſhould not ſhew good man- 
ners, nor a due ſenſe of the great Hoe 
nour he did me, if I did not readily 
comply, This is the true Reaſon why 
it now comes abroad; for which 1 
hope, thoſe who cannot ſo. well eſteem 
it, will however excuſe the Publicati- 
on of it. 


V. N. 
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1 SAM. xxiv. ver. 5, 6. 


And it came to paſs afterward, that Da- 


vid's Heart ſmote him, becauſe he had 


cut off Saul's skirt. 


And he ſaid unto his Men, the Lord forbid 
that I ſhould do this thing unto my Ma- 
ſter the Lord's Anointed, to ſtretch forth 

my Hand againſt him, ſceins he is the 


Anointed of the Lord. 


Have no Deſign by my choice 
of theſe Words, to pur King 
Saul in the Ballance with the 
Royal Martyr of this Day, any 
more than the Church had, in 
appointing the Lamentation for 
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the Death of the ſaid King, to be the Firſt. 


Leſſon for this Occaſion. It is very certain that 
Saul diſobey'd the Commands of God {o pre- 
ſumptuouſly, that God rejected him in a very 
ſolemn and expreſs manner. He tranſgreſſed 
the Laws of Religion with great contempt, 
ſlew the Prieſts in a barbarous manner, was 
remarkably cruel to his own Son, and his 
beſt Servant. But he whom God had anoint- 
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ed over us, was truly zealous for the Reform'd 
Religion, and Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, 
conſtant and regular in the exerciſe of his De- 
- votions, very ſollicitous to preſerve a good 
Conſcience in all the difficult Caſes and Per- 
lexities wherein he was involv'd; and ſo far 
rom Cruelty, that he ſpared thoſe who had 
notoriouſly forfeited their Lives to him, when 
it was in his power to have cut them off, and 
ſo have ſecured himſelf from their further At- 
tempts. 
There was then a vaſt difference between 
them as to the Quality of their Actions, and 
bf the diſcharge of their great Truſt in that high 
if Station of Government wherein God had pla- 
ced chem. But in as much as they were Both 
the Lord's Anointed, Supream under God, 
1 and his immediate Vicegerents, ſo far they 
| had*'an equal claim and title to the Privilege 
olf being Sacred and Inviolable ; and no Pre- 
I tence whatever could juſtifie any Man in offer- 
N ing Violence to their Perſons; but every Man 
| of Conſcience and Honour, however provoked 
1 to it, or however tempted with opportunities 
10 of taking Revenge in the molt eaſy and ſecurt 
| way, yet would ſhrink at the very Thought 
J or Propoſal of this ſort of Violence, as a moſt 
I grievous Sin againſt God. The truth of this 
Aſſertion is fully confirm'd to us by the Be- 
haviour and Declaration of David, when Time 
and Place, and his own Counſellors, and the 
ſenſe of his paſt Sufferings, and future Dan- F 
gers from King Saul, did all concur to tempt 
im, not to do this Violence himſelf, but onl7 
apa to 
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to permit it to be done by others on his account. 
And it came to paſs afterward, that David's Heart $ 
[mote him, becauſe he had cut off Saul's skirt. 
And he ſaid unto his Men, The Lord forbid that 
I ſhould do this thing unto my Maſter the Lord's 
Anointed, to ſtretch ſorth my Hand againſt him, 
ſeeing he is the Anointed of the Lord, | 


In diſcourſing upon theſe words, I ſhall con- 
ſider theſe Four Things. ö 


4 * 


I. The Perſon and Circumſtances of Devid 
at this time. | 1 


II. The Action here related, and the Rea- 


ſon of it. He cat off the Skirt of Saul's 
Robe. . 


III. The Reflection which he made on what 


he had done. His Heart ſmote him for 
this Action. F 


IV. The ſolemn Declaration which he made 
on this occaſion. The Lord forbid that I 
ſhould ſtretch forth my hund againſt the Lord's 


Anoizted, 


ſtances of David, His Perſonal Endowments | 
and Accompliſhments are very highly extoll'd 


in Holy Scripture. God by a ſpecial Deſigna- 
tion had choſe him while very young, to be the 


next King of I/raz/, and had ſent Samuel to 
anoint him privately in order to the fame. 


And 


I. Let us conſider the Perſon and Circum- | 
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And from that time he was very dear to God, 
who inſpir'd him with wonderful Gifts and 
Graces, and proſper'd him in all his Under- 
takings. When the Spirit of the Lord was 
departed from Saul, and an Evil Spirit came 
upon him; this was the Man who was found 
to be the fitteſt Perſon: in all J/rael, to divert 
and recover him with his Divine Muſick. And 
as he underwent many hazards of his life in 
performing this piece of Service to his di- 
{tracted Maſter, ſo, the Divine Goodneſs pro- 
tecting andaſſiſting him, he wrought a moſt 
memorable Deliverance for Jrael, by over- 


coming the Giant of Gath, the bold Cham- 


pion of the Philiſtines; beſides many other 
Atchievements in War, to the Glory of God, 
and the Safety, Honour, and Welfare of his 
King and Country. But there were two 
Things which got him the mortal Hatred of 
Saul, and forced him to fly for his Life. One 
was, his great Merits and Services, which 
gain'd him the univerſal Love and Applauſe 
of the People; whereupon Saul conceiv'd an 
incurable Envy againſt him, and could not 
without the greateſt Indignation hear honou- 
rable mention made of him; as it appear'd 
when in the Victory-Songs he obſerv'd it to 
be ſaid, Saul hath ſlain his I houſands, and David 
his ten Thouſands, The other Cauſe of Saul“ 
Hatred was, that both he and all the Peo- 
ple knew for certain, that David was to ſuc- 
ceed him in the Kingdom. For theſe Reaſons 
Saul left nothing unattempted, as well by ſe- 
cret Plots and Contrivances, and pretences of 
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Friendſhip and Honour, : as by open force of 
Arms to procure his Servant's utter deſtructi- 
on. Of this cruel treatment David often com- 
plains in the book of Palms, particularly P/. 
57. v. 6. They have prepared a net for my ſteps ; 
they have dirgid 4 o before me. Which paſſage 
hath a direct reference to the circumitances 
David was now in. Saul, who had his Spies 
abroad in cvery corner, had intelligence 
brought him that David (whom he had al- 
ready hunted and purſued from place to place) 
was now in the Wilderneſs of Eu- gedi. 
Whereupon, according to his reſtleſs temper, 
he ſers forward mnie with 3000 cho- 
ſen men to ſurprize him; and came ſo near 
him, that he enter'd into the very ſame Cave, 
in whole ſides David and his Company had 
taken up their Quarters. And thus much con- 
cerning the Perſon of Davia, and the Circum- 
ſtances he was in at that time when he did 
and faid what is related in the words of my 

Text. . $2072575 11 

I proceed in the 


II Place, to conſider that Action of his in 
cutting off the skirt of Saul's Robe, and his 
Reaſon for ſo doing. | | 

Saul being come into the cave of Eu. gedi, 
and fo fallen into the midſt of that Pit, where- 
in he thought to have taken Davia, the later 
had now ſuch an advantage of the former, 
that he might deal with him as he ſhould ſee 
fit. In ſuch a juncture it was obvious enough 
for David's Company, who had been often 
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petſecuted/-and putſued and brought into 


danger of their lives, to think of making all 
ſure far the time to come, by uſing their pre- 
ſent advantage to the deſtruction of their 
Enemies, and placing their Maſter on the 
Throne deſtin'd for him. This in all proba- 


bility might be urged by ſome with many 


plauſible and commonly allow'd Arguments: 
as, that ſuch proceedings were very juſtifiable 
by the law of Arms, that the injurious Ag- 
greſſor being thus in their power, ſhould ſuf- 
fer the ſame miſchief which they muſt have 
expected, had they fallen into his hands; that 
according to the preſent ſtate of their Affairs, 
ſuch a Retaliation: was not only lawful, but 
abſolutely neceſſary for their future Peace and 
Preſervation, - which they could never be ſecure 


of, while theſe their implacable Enemies were 


in being, and had power to moleſt them. 
But however they might be ſurniſhed with 
ſuch common Arguments, yet it ſeems they had 
one much more extraordinary, which they 
choſe to inſiſt on; and that was a Divine Pro- 
miſe which they affirm'd had been made con- 
cerning this very Advantage now given them. 
1 Sam. 24. 4. And the men of David ſaid unto 
him, Behold the day, of which the Lord ſaid unto 
thee, Behold I will deliver thine Enemy into thine 
hand, that thou mayſt do to him as it ſhall ſeem 


good unto thee, Then David aroſe, and cut off the 


irt of Saul' Robe privily, We can hardly 


eonceive how an Action of this nature could 


be perform'd undiſcover'd, without ſuppoſing 
a deep ileep to have fallen upon Saul and his 
225 3 Guards, 
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(511) 
Guards, as we find Chap. 26. When they 
were again ſurprized by David and his men. 
Such a ſleep hath happen'd to whole Armies at 
once, even centinels and all, through natural 
cauſes, vir. intemperance, great fatigue, 
or too much confidence of their ſafety; how 
much more by the ſpecial Will of God? But 
however, David liad an opportunity both 
times to approach ſo very neat the King's Per- 
ſon, as to carry away ſomething that belonged 
to him; ſor no other end but*to convince 
him, that there was no truth in that wicked 
Slander which had been reported of him, that 
he had a deſign to kill the King; foraſmuch 
as it appeared by the Tokens which he produ- 
ced, that the Kings life was entirely in his 
power, and he did him no manner of hurt. 
This Dꝛvid himſelf deelares to be the cauſe 
why he cut off the sbirt of the Royal Robe, 
N. 11. Moreover, iy Father, ſee,” ba fee the 
irt ef ih Robe in thy hand : For in that I cut 
off thelsbirt of thy Robe, and killed thee nos; know 
thoit and fer, that there is neither dvi nor tram ſ 
grefſion in mine hand, and I have nos ſin ned againſt 
thee; - yet "thou hunteſt if Sbul to tale it. 

115 ee em O7 7:1 JUOQs8 fi) 
Thus you have” ſeen? what ah implacable, 
reſtleſs, and cauſeleſs enemy Su⁰ aS to 
David; how he Happen to falt into ſuch a 
place where David might have taken his Life 
with all imaginable! eaſe and ſecurity; - how 
his Friends and Counſellors prompted him 
to lay hold of this opportunity; which they 
told him was a manifeſt completion of a Di- 
t B 2 vine 
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vine Promiſe formerly made to him concerning 
this very Advantage. All which Conſidera- 


tions and Motives had no other influence upon 
him, than only to make him take hold of 84s 
Robe, and cut off the skirt of it, in teſtimo- 
ny of his firm Loyalty to him, and that when 
he had power over him, nothing could per- 


ſwade him to make an ill uſe of it. 


We come now in the | ....- 


IIIA Place to take notice of that ſevere 


Reflection which he made immediately upon 


what he had done. Hes heart ſinote hin. Lecauſe 
he had cut off SauPs irt. iS 


In another place it is ſaid, that David's 
heart ſmote him becauſe he had Number'd the 
People: So that this Smiting of the heart is a 
phraſe in Holy Writ expreſſing a more than 
ordinary concern and anxiety of mind for the 
thing which he had done. Now this trouble 
of mind did not ariſe, from his approaching fo 


near the King's Perſon in a time of ſo. much 


animolity and hazard ; neither was he offend- 
ed at himſelf for having carried off ſomething 
from about him, to make it appear what an 
opportunity he had, and how. far he was from 
any diſloyal thought and intention; for, theſe 
things Were done by. him again, Chap. 26. 


when he had the very ſame advantage offer'd 


him a ſecond time, and took away che Spear 
and the Cruſe of water which were at Saul's 
bolſter; which ſurely he would never have 
done again, if he had condemn'd himſelf Ke 
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(13) 
firſt time for doing ſo much ; whereas. he 
makes no ſuch — 2 Reflection on this ſe- 
cond Action. th n 
The words of my Text do expreſsly aſſign 
the Reaſon why he was diſſatished with hi 
firſt Adventure. His heart ſmote him, becauſe 
he had cat off Sauls skirt. Had he taken away 
any other Token from about him, we had 
heard of no concern expreſſed for it: But the 
cutting off the skirt of his Robe, though done 
with a moſt innocent and pious deſign, yet 
had an appearance of evil in it. And the good- | 
neſs of his Intention could not fatisfie David for 
the irregularity and inſolence of the Action. 
The skirt could not be well taken off without 
cering.: And to do this, 'tis very likely a 
Sword or a Dagger was drawn... If this had 
been diſcover'd by any of the King's Guard, 
it muſt have laid David under a grievous im- 
putation of ſome treacherous deſign, in com- 
ing about the King's Perſon in that clandeſtine 
manner with his naked Sword. NowW] David 
was a man of a great and generous as well as 
religious Heart, and therefore very tender both 
of his Innocence and Honour, and ſollicitous 
to avoid all ſuſpicion or appearance of ill de- 
ſign againſt his Prince. He ventur'd ve 
hard in theſe approaches, to put a ſtop to chole 
malicious Reports which had repreſented 
him as a Traytor, and to extort a confeſſion 
from his moſt inveterate Adverſaries, that he 
had proved himſelf a very innocent and loyal 
man. But if ſuch Adventures had been ſo ill 
4 4 * managed, 
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(14) 
ma rias ed! a8 to carry a foul appearance, and 
be tütn'd to his condemination, this would 
have been an unſpeakable afflction to ſo 
babe and honeft a Mind. This is natural e- 
nough for us to gueſs at, as, one Reaſon Why 
Derzds heart ſmote him on this occaſion. © * 
74 yet We Hay by the Words, that this 
58.0% remor cam up don. him, not Vente 
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heart ſmote him: And the following Declara- 
tion which he makes hereupon, ſhews, that 
the tender regard wich he had for the Sacred 
Per ſon of the King, admoniſhed him that he 
had gone tod far in cutting his Robe, and that 
he had better have contented himſelf with 
ſome other Token. It is very probable that 
in his Eye, who had a moſt profound venera- 
tion for tlie Royal Dignity, the cutting the 
Kobe, or defacing any Ornament belonging to 
it, look'd Ike ſtretching out his hand againſt 

the Lord's Aneinted, and was ſome degree 
and reſemblance of that enormous Sin, the ve- 
ry thought of whiclr fill'd him wich Confuſion 
and Horror. David wasendued with'a great 
ſhare of ſpiritual as well as natural Fortitgde:; 3 
he had ſultain'd the ſhock of various Tempta- 

tions, and got the victory over them: But yet 

well knowing the deceitfulneſs of Sin, how ea- 
ſily it inſinuates it ſelt into an unguarded heart, 
and to what a monſtrous bulk” it often atrives 
from very {mall beginnings, he therefore > 
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erciſes a pious. Jealouſie over his thoughts 
is forward to ſuſpect his heart in time, and- 
ſtarts at the leaſt whiſper, of, a wicked Ima- 
gination, and the way, that, hath any. ten- 
dency towards the compaſhng of it. And his 
Prayers were ſuitable, to this good diſpoſit ion 
and ſtrict watch over himſelf, as we learn 
from the concluſion of F/al. 19. where having. ' 
pray'd, Keep thy Servant from preſumptuous ſims, 
leſt. they get the dominion over. m: So ſball I be 
undefiled and innocent from the great Offence; he | 
immediately adds, Let the words of my mouth, 1 
and the meditation of my heart, be always accep- 9 
table in thy ſight; intimating by his method of 
Prayer, that, the ſpring and fountain of all 
wickedneſs is in the Heart; if we can but 

order our inward affections right, our outward 
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actions will never be amiſs. s 

Thus careful was this holy. and gallant 
Man to keep his Conſcience void of offence to- 
wards God and the World; and ſo far was he 
from being partial to himſelf, and favourable 
to his own Actions, that he is the firſt who 
ſpies a blemiſh in them, and preſently gives | 
them a ſevere check and correction. | 
Let us now conſider in the 


_— s 


i | IVth Place, what a ſolemn profeſſion he 0 
t F makes of his Duty to his Sovereign, and the | 
a- Andiſpenſable Obligation which he owns ge 
t, fies under, to keep ſtrictly to the ſame, And 4 
08 


he, ſaid unto bis. Men, The Lord forbid that I 11 
MX- Y ſbould do this thing unto my Maſter the Lord's 
TT Anointed, 
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Anointed, to ſtreteb forth my hand againſt him 
ae lr the A of the Lord. * ak 
And here we may obſerve how far David 
was from admitting thoſe plauſible Reaſons 
and Pretences which were urged by his Coun- 
ſellors to reconcile him to the commiſſion of this 
Violence. They repreſented to him how great 
an Enemy was now 1n his. hands; and they 
did not forget to put him in mind of a Divine 
Promiſe formerly made to him, That there 
ſhould come a day when his Enemy ſhould 
be ſo much in his power, that he might do to 
him what ſhould ſeem good in his own eyes. 
*Tis very likely ſuch a Promiſe had been made 
to David; but in what latitude, whether with 
reſpect to the perſon of King Saul, or his Po- 
ſterity, or David's Enemies in general, is not 
material for us to know, ſince the Scripture 
. more of it. God who hath often been 
pleaſed to try his ſervants, hath alſo given 
them grace ſo to acquit themſelves under ſuch 
tryals, that they might be glorious Examples 
for our imitation. Without ſuch notable in- 
cidents and occurrences, the Hiſtories of their 
lives had not been of that uſe to us as now they 
are. It may ſuffice in the preſent enquiry to 
take notice, how David oppoſes the Importu- 
nity of his Friends. He knew by too ſenſible 
demonſtrations, that Saul, who now lay at his 
mercy, was his moſt powerfull and dangeroys 
Enemy: But he conſiders him not now as in a 
ſtate of hoſtility, ſubje& to the law of Arms; 
but as his dread Sovereign, inveſted with Di- 
9 vine 


(17) 
vine authority, againſt whom he might not un- 
ſheath*his ſword on any account whatever. 
And therefore he rejects the inſtigations of his 
men with the utmoſt abhorrence: God forbid 
that I ſhould do this thing to my Maſter, ſee- 


ing he is the Lord's Anointed. No doubt but 


ſome of his Company adviſet him, ſince he ab- 
horred the doing it with his own hand, to de- 
pute one of them to be his Executioner, or at 
leaſt to go aſide, and not hinder them: And 
by this means he might have a Salvo for his 
own Conſcience and Reputation, ang lay all 
the blame upon ſome rude and forwWMFSoldi- 
er. But David was too good a man to connive 
at ſo impious a fact, or be any way acceſſary, 
directly or indirectly, to the commiſſion of it. 
But as he declared himſelf againſt it, ſo he care- 
fully reſtrainꝰd his Servants, and ſuffer'd them 
not to riſe againſt Saul, as the Scripture ex- 
preſsly takes notice. And this: manifeſts the 
integrity of his heart, and ſincerity of his Grief 
for Saul, when afterwards he was {lain by the 
Philiſtines. When he that brought him the 
News of his death, brought him alſo the Crown 
and Bracelet, as hoping to be well rewarded 
for his pains ; yet when he own'd that he had 
put an end to the King's life, though he did 
it at Saul's own . and at a time when 
he was in ſuch anguiſh by reaſon of his wounds, 
that he. could not live ; notwithſtanding this 
fair report of matters, David could not ſuffer 
him to breath one moment longer. How, ſays 
he, waſt thou not afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand 
to deftroy the Lord's Anointed ? And he 2 
| C _ 


—_— 


— — — — * — — 


(18) 
him to be executed upon the place where he 
| ſtood, pronouncing this Sentence on him; Thy 
blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath teſti. 
fled againſt thee, ſaying, I have flain the Lord's A. 
zointed. This perhaps would have been thought 
but a Politick regard and concern, had it ap- 
pear'd only at this time, and never before: 
But you may obſerve from the account I have 
given you, that this was no more than what 
Was agreeable to David's conſtant perſwaſion 
and carriage during the life of Saul. 
And ql have done with the Four Particu— 
lars 2 from the words of my Text, 
and confider'd, x. The Perſon and Circum- 
| ances of David, ſo far as they relate to the 
matter in hand. 2. That Action of his, in 
cuting off Saul's skirt, and his reaſon for fo 
doing. 3. The ſorrowfull Reflection which he 
immediately made on what he had done : His 
heart ſmote him for it. 4. The ſolemn pro- 
feſſion which he makes of Loyalty to his So- 
vereign, and his indiſpenſable obligation to 
adhere ſtrictly to the fame. The Lord forbid 
that I ſhould do this thing to my Maſter the Lord's 
Anointed, to ſtretch forth my hand againſt him, 
ſeeing he is the Anointed of the Lord. 
TheConcluſion from all this is fo natural and 
clear, that we may truſt any (a) one who 
will be determin'd by ſacred Scripture, to make 
it, For you fee both the diſcourſe and practice 
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| (a) Grotius in locum. Regum Perſona omnibus Sanda eſſe de- 
bet: Deus enim corum jude c. 


„ | 
of Holy David have fully reſolved vs in this 
Point, 'That it is a moſt deteſtable and dam- 


nable Sin, to ſtretch forth our hand in any caſe, 


againſt our Sovereign the Lord's Anointed. 
And if we will acknowledge the truth of 


this Conclufion to concern us (as we needs mult, 


and cannot avoid the force of it, becauſe it is 


the Doctrine of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
as well as the Prophets) then we cannot with- 


out extreme ſorrow and contuſion of Face, re- 

member the mourafull Tragedy of this Day. 
That which hath been declared - molt im- 

pious and unlawfull to be done to a wicked 


King, was actually done among us, to a molt 


Religious and Excellent Prince, with the high- 


eſt aggravations of ignominy-and reproach. 


It David's heart ſmote him for cutting off the 


skirt of Saul's Robe, what harden'd wWretches 
muſt thoſe be, what Helliſh fury muſt poſſeſs 


them, who without remorſe embru*drtheir hands 

in the Blood of their Anointed Sovereign? 
Herein they were ſo far from imitating Loyal 

David (who was a Type of Chriſt, and there- 


fore ought to be of ſpecial Authority with Chri- 


ſtians in his godly Example and virtuous Con- 


verſation ) to far, I ſay, were they from re- 


garding his ſound judgment 1n this caſe, that 
they did more than could have enter'd into the 
hearts of his evil Counſellors. | 

They adviſed the death of one who would 
accept of no atonement for the life of their Ma- 
ſter: But theſe compaſſed the death of him 
who was moſt ready to forgive, and heartily 


| 
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labour'd for Peace. 
| ES 1 
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They perverted one Text of Scripture to ju- 
ſtifie their Counſel; but theſe did violence to the 
whole Book of God, that they might juſtiſie 
the violence done to his Anointed. 
1. It is impoſſible for us to find any Inſtance, 
in the Hiſtories of all Nations of the Earth, to 
match with the diſmal Work of this Day. 
And as the work itſelf was diſmal, ſo the 
N conſequences of it have proved very direful: 
if The Wrath of God hath long burn'd againſt our 
1 Land for being defiled with this Blood. 
I doubt not but there are among us (even 
in this Age of Scoffers ) many worthy Chri- 
\ ſtians, who endeavour to ſtop the further exe- 


cCiurtion of this Wrath, by a ſerious Humiliati- 
on for the crying Sin of this Day. toe Ee 
3 And next to a deep Humiliation and peni— 


tential ſorrow for this Sin, we ſhould ſtudy 
to amend whatever is amiſs among us; eſpe- 
_ cially ſuch things as this Good King obſerved 
to be amiſs, and was deſirous to rectifie in his 
own Reign; and recommended (hen he was 
not ſuffer'd to do them himſelf ) to the care 
of Poſterity in ſome of his dying Words. 


And 1. we ought to make” Conſcience of 
(a) Decency and Order in the worſhip of God: 
The neglect and contempt of this, was the 
Sin of the People in thoſe times; a Sin that did 
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(a) His Majeſty's Speech upon the Scaffold. rou- muſt give 
God bis due, by regulating rightly bis Cburab, Ke. of 
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eaſily beſet them by the cunning craftineſs of 
ſuch as lay in wait to deceive them. And 
this Deceit ſoon appear'd, and their Sin was 
turned into their Puniſhment. The contempt 
of Decency and Order run down all Eccleſia- 
ſtical Diſcipline; and this being down, laid 
open the Church for all pretended Prophets 
and Teachers to enter in, and abuſe People 
with ſtrange unheard of Doctrines, which had 
no foundation in Scripture, and were general- 
-ly clear contradictions to it. This was giving, 
the People a Stone inſtead of Bread, and in- 
ſtead of a Fiſh, a Scorpion. j | 


2. We muſt live in dutiful ſubjection to our 
(a) Sovereign, the Lord's Anointed, whom he 
hath ſet over us. How ſadly this Duty hath been 
tranſgreſſed among us, is notorious to all the 
World, and this Day is a ſtanding monu— 
ment of juſt ſhame and reproach to us for this 
Sin. A wilful and preſumptuous Sin in all 
Orders of Men; being ſo clearly condemn'd 
in Scripture, that where it is read in a known 
Tongue, the meaneſt of the People cannot be 
ignorant of it. Indeed if Holy Scripture had 
ſaid nothing of it, even Reaſon would teach 
us, that we cannot enjoy Life nor Liberty, nor 
call any thing our own, unleſs we ſtudy to 
preſerve the Power which is appointed for a 
terror to evil-doers, and for the defence and 
ſafeguard of them that do well. | 


5. 
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(a) Ib. For the King,the Laws of the Land will clearly inſtruft yous 
Becauſe it concerns my own particular, 1 only give you 4 touch of it. 


3. We 
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3. We muſt every one reſolve to (a) mind 


our proper Callings and Buſineſs in peace and 

uietneſs. If we rightly conſider it, we ſhall 
ad Ambition and Diſcontent to have given 
the firſt fire to all Seditions and Rebellions, 
both among Angels and Men. Heaven could 
not make ſome Angels happy, becauſe they 
ſaw themſelves in an inferior Rank. The 
Bleſſings of Paradiſe could not fatisfie the Heart 
of Man, while he lay under one ſingle reſtraint. 
For theſe Reaſons the Scripture hath ſaid fo 
many ſevere things againſt Pride and Diſcon- 


tent, becauſe they were the Firſt Sins in Hea- 


ven and Earth, and are evermore- the occaſi- 


ons of infinite diſorders both in Church and 
State. | | 


To conclude therefore : Since we have grie- 
voully ſmarted under the deplorable effects of 


Rebellion, and have ſeen from what unruly 


Luſts and Paſſions it ſprings; let us with Loyal 
David, curb theſe Paſſions, and reſtrain theſe 
wicked Counſellors. Let us govern ourſelves 


by the Rule of God's Word, according to the 


true purport and meaning of it, which is very 
plain and intelligible, not as it is. wreſted by 


jy” 


the perverſe diſputings and diſtinctions of Faith- 


* 
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(a) Ib. The People's Liberty and Freedom conſiſts in baving of Go- 
not 4 fhare in the Government, that is nothing 


pertaining to them; A Subject and 4 Sovercign are two different 


leſs 


thing. 


TY) 
leſs Men. Let us make it the meaſure of 
our Piety towards God, our Subjection to our 
Sovereign, whom he hath anointed to reign 
over us, and our Love towards all Men; that 
ſo God may be graciouſly reconciled to us, 
that he may delight to dwell among us, and 
grant us the Bleſſings of Unity, Peace, and 
Concord, not for our deſerts, but for the me- 
rits of his only Son, our Bleſſed Lord; to 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory World without, end. 


Amen. 
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